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Letter from the Editor Emeritus.

St. Louis, Mo., July 11, 1904.
Editcr Iktkllioexcek:

The great national democratic con-- '

vention, held in this city last week, is
now a matter of history. Whether

. the party has nominated the strongest
candidates remains to be proven.
Individually I believe Judge Parker
to be the right man. Of course I
would prefer to see Cockrell elected;
but I do not believe he could be
elected, and I have never thought he
could be nominated. ""It was almost a
certainty, a week before the conven-

tion met, that Parker would be nom-

inated on the first formal ballot. I
had supposed that a few informal
ballots would be cast in order to allow
the various states to honor their
"favorite sons," but Such was not the
case. On the frst ballot Parker was

nominated, and had votes to spare
The hall where the convention was

held would probably look quite large
to one who had never seen Convention

j! Hill in Kansas City. This hall seats
j about 12,000 persons, while that seats

I about 25,000 One of the first things
that I saw that struck me as peculiar
was the fact that plenty of scalpers
were on the streets with their hands
full of tickets, which tbey were sell-

ing at' $15 to $20 for season tickets,
or $2 to $3 per single session Some
of these tickets called for seats on

the platform. At the same time I
saw a dozen editors of Missouri demo
cratic newspapers who were hunting
somebody to pass them into the con-

vention. This Is all wrong. The
editors were entitled to tickets, and
they should have demauded them,
even if all the rooters from New
York had tu stay out I fortunately
met Bill Cross, for con-

gress from Oklahoma. I did not ask
htm for a ticket. He ran to me, and
grabbing both hands, pulled me into
the hall without ceremony. How
pleasant it is to find a politician with
a memory four years long I might
siy "as long as his own ears,4' and
still be Inside of general limitations.

The great hall was packed, only a
few vacant seats, and all v. ere In the
space reserved for the pres. I sup- -

pose the scalers
tickets for these while W.

editors outside rubbing their
backs against the ratling. It was
hot outside, and hotter Inside. John
Sharp Williams was mi king a speech,
and he had as well spoken In Choctaw
so far us nine-tenth- s of the audience
was concerned. Five hundred people
were moving around; five hundred
were talking to each other: and ten

Wr, t.rvin
move the hot, heavy atmosphere. The

hall was prettily draped, and
great audience presented a pleas- -

lug picture Outside of the circle of

delegates, about sixty per cent of
audience was made up of ladies. This
picture of the session will serve

just as well for all sessions

For two weeks before the conven-- i

many filled their
columns with rot about fcryan bolt
lug, and tried to his influence.
The convention showed clearly that
Bryan was the biggest in the
democratic party. He came here
asking no favors; he only to ask
the paity not to cast odium on itself.
He was the only man who could win

at every appearance; the
only man who could repeatedly,
and hold his audience; the only man
who held the sympathy and respect
of those who opposed his views.
Bryan, defeated, was the hero of the
convention. Some of his speeches
were full of the old-tim- e vigor, similar
to the historic "cross of gold and
crown of thorns" speech Chicago,
when be swept toe convention of! its
feet. Bryan has the love and confi-

dence of the old guard of democracy.
He is honest, earnest ; a statesman
with few an orator without a

: peer. Right or wrong, forced
Hill, Murphy, Williams and all the
balance of the committee to abandon
the gold plank in the platform.
Single handed forced the conven-tio- n

to realize that no bolter of 1806

or 1000 could be nominated; he forced
the friends of Parker to make the
statement that while Parker was tor
& gold standard, he had voted for
Bryan in 1890 and again in 1900

npss to some of thoe dem-

ocratic harmonizers and
had themselves bolted when

their votes were most needful.
Our old friend, Champ Clark, made

a model chairman. He is one of the
few men talks well at all times,
says what he pleases, and yet makes
no enemies. Ills speech nominating
Cockrell was one of the finest pieces
of oratory heard In the c invention,
only surpassed, if at all, by Bryan's
seconding speech.

Now, Mr. Editor, 1 believe Judge
Parker to be the strongest man we
could have nominated; I believe the
money question is at present out ot
politics. But let a little panic come
and the money .question will bob up
again. I do not know enough about
Mr. Davis, our candidate for t,

to venture au opinion
about liim. It is said that he has
twenty million dollars, as though
that were a claim on the party. I
am tired and disgus-te- with the un-

limited use of money in carrying
elections. The republicans can always
bn on to outbid the demo
crats. They have all the big tiusts
and combines to put money for
them. I am tired of Tammany; I am
tired or having the East compel us to
nominate a New Yorker or

the loss of New York. I vould
rather go down to defeat with Bryan
than to be suc:essful with Hill or
Waterson. I would rather see democ-

racy honestly disbanded than to see It
corruptly successful. My democracy
compels me to hope for the be-- t

welfare of the whole country. Why
could we not nominate Cockrell?
Because he could notcarryNew York.
Why nominate Parker? Because he
can carry New York. Is not Cockrell
as good a man, as good a democrat as
Parker? Yes, and then some. Thus
it seems to me that New York con-

trols national conventions because it
votes for home men, without regard
to politics. I wonder If I will live to
see the day when New York will be
made to feel that Western men have
r'gli's that they dare maintain; that
iVLfSourl is not satisfied to raise corn
and wheat and cattle for Uncle Sam,

were selling the and yet be denied the right to a seat
seats, the at the table. G. Musowove.
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Council Proceedings.

Routine business occupied the at
tention of council at the regular
monthly meeting Monday night.
Reports of the police jude, ca'abuose
keeper, collector, treasurer, claims
committee ard street commissioner
were heard. The electric light com- -

reported favorably on the billthn..unri fun. t. nrk tn

the

the

newspapers

man

applause
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of the Electric Light Company,
$284.75, and it was allowed

The committer app Inted at the
last meeting of the council to inves-tigat- e

the proposition to establish a

slaughter house at the foot of Tenth
street, reported adversely and upon
the prayer of the petitioner was

not granted. ' The ordinarce com

mittee had framed a new ot linance
upon the subject of slaughter nouses

which was read three times aod
passed.

A letter from Charles II. Reynolds,
of the Electric Light Company, asking
for an extension of the lighting coo

tract was read. Conslderaolon of this
subject was postponed.

J. II. Waugh asked the council for
permission to go on with the grani
toid walk in front of the court house,
which was ordered stopped on account
of defective curbing. It is expected
that work may be resumed on this
sidewalk within a week.

Mr. Menefee asked for a report
upon the Main street paving. The
report was not ready, and the couocil
adjourned to meet Friday night to
take up this subject.

Look to Your Change.

Mexican halt dollars and quarters
are being circulated in Lexington. It
is well to examine change pretty care
fully. A number of complaints have
been made within the past day or two.
It is not unlikely that some one is
making a business of introducing
these coins.

Lexington Savings Bank.

The directors of the Lexington
Savings Bank met Wednesday and
declared a semi-annu- al dividend of 4
per cent and placed $1,500 to the

This must have been gall and bitter-- ' permanent surplus fund

Sketch of Judge Parker.

Born on May 14, X852, Judge Alton!

It Parker is now in his fifty-secon- d

year the very prime of physical and

and intelligent manhood. He is nut

a college giaduate. Tho rudiments
of education he received from his

parents and from the time he was nine

until he was twelve years of a. e he

attended the district school In winter,
making himself useful on the farm In

the summer. For three years there-

after he was a pupil at the Cortland

Academy, pa)ing for his tuition with

money he earned outside of school

hours. With this equipment he

taught school for a livelihood, first In

Virgil, Cortland county, ,then lr

Binghamton, and finally in Rochester
Ulster cunty About this time

younn' Parker must have seriously

considered the profession of teacher,
fur he took a course of study at

intervals In the .Cortland Normal
School. Ev.dently be changed his

mind, for, in 1870, he entered the
Albany Law School, whence lie was

graduated In 1872. After his admis
sion to, the bar he settled in Kingston
Ulster county, as a clerk In the law

offlce of bchoooniaker & nardenburgh,
where he remained until the firm of

Parker & Kenyon was formed. In
1877 Mr. Parker was elected surrogate
of Ulster county, serving in that
capacity until 1885.

EVER A DEMOCRAT.

A democrat from the first, Mr.

Parker early revealed a deep interest
In party affairs, and be was offered

many Inducements to engage actively

in political work. lie was considered
a proteue of Samuel J. Tllden and of

D.itihl Manning, once secretary of

the treaury. But a career in practi-

cal politics was apparently not to his

taste- - As earl) as 1883, when he was

only thirty one years of age, the
democratic nomination for secretary
of state was tendered to hWu, on

behalf o' tin party leaders, by the
late Daniel Manning, but was de-

clined. The r omlnation of lieutenant- -

governor was proffered him in 1885

and declined. In the same year

President Cleveland called Mr. Parker
to Washington and urged him to

accept the appointment of first assist-

ant post master-genera- l, but even this
honor did not attract him.

It was largely at the Instance of

Hon. Augustus Schoonmiker, then a

prominent democratic leader, acd

afterwards httoroey-genera- l of the
state, that Mr. Parker consented to

stand for surrogate, lhere was a

lively strife for the nomination, and

after the convention fixed its choice

on Mr. Parker, his principal rival

"bolted" aod supported the repub
lican candidate. Mr. Parker's popu

larity and high standing among his

neighbors may be judged from the

fact that he was the on'y democratic
caudidate elected In Ulster county in

1877, his democratic colleagues being

defeated by majorities ranging from

1,000 to 1,500. In 1883, as a candi
date for he defeated a

strong republican, Connty Judge Wil

liam Lawson, by 1,400 majority, and

again being the only democrat elected.
Only once has Mr. Parker broken

his rule against act! ve political service
That was in 1885, when he was urged

to accent the chairmanship of the
executive committee of the demo
cratic state committee. His winning
campaigns forsurrogate bad given him

a state reputation. Wben the demo
cratic state ticket 'for 1885 was nam

ed, with David B. Hill at the head

for governor, the chances for demo-

cratic success were dubious, and Mr

Parker was hit upon as the best man

t) take charge of what seemed to be

ao unpromising canvass. He was

invited to attend a conference of dem-

ocratic leaders at Aloany.. Here Ms

objections to managing the campaign
were Anally overcome. His direction
of the canvass wa9 intelligent and

adiolt, and the democratic ticket was

successful.
ON THE SUPREME 'COURT 1ENCI1.
Late In the fall of 1885 Supreme

Court Justice Theodore A. Westbrook,
of the third judicial district, died, and

Governor Hill named Mr. Parker to

till the vacancy. Ills ambition bad

always been for a judicial career, and

be gladly accepted the honor. When
the time came to fill the ofllce by

election, Judge Parker was nominated

I to succeed himself, and he had reo- -

dered such satisfactory service on the
bench that t he republicans made no

nomination against bim. He declined

to be a candidate for governor in

1891, as he had previously declined to
stand for the United States senator- -

ship, though Governor Hill, who was

himself elected to that ofllce, urged

him to do so. Again, in 1902, as is

well known, be could have been the
democratic nominee for governor If he

had signified his consent to such
nomination.

CARRIED THE STATE BY 00,000.

But higher judicial honors than the
supreme court oencii atioras were

awaiting Judge Parker. In 1897 the
fortunes of the New York democracy
were apparently at the lowei-- t ebb

The republicans had carried the state
for McKlnley by more than 200,000

plurality. But an election for chief
judge of the court ot appeals was due,
and to the democrats the contest
seemed a forlorn hope.

Judge Parker was selected as the
strongest candidate the democrats

ould name. He was, con-

strained to accept the nomination by

the consideration that, If defeated,
he would still remain on the supreme
court bench. But from the first he

seems to have been convinced that he

would win. The committee seut to

ak him to take the nomination
frankly confessed Its forebodings, but
Judge Parker made this reply to Its
observations: "I do not agree with
you; I think I can be elected; I will

let you know tomorrow whether I
will run." On the morrow the party
managers were Informed that he

would accept Against htm the re

publicans pitted a strong candidate
Judge William J. Wallace, of the
federal circuit court. But Judge

Parker was elected by 60,889 plurality.
That victory completed a record of

M property
begun in Ulster county twenty years
before,

PERSONALITY AND IIOMK LIKE.

At fifty-tw- o years of age Judge
Parker Is a man of strong physique,
ne Is tall nearly six feet weighs

nearly 200 pounds, Is broad shouldered
and He Is fond of out
door exercise, driv- -

Ind and walking. His face has the
glow of perfect health. Ills hair,
which is thin at the top of his head,
and shows a sprink'e of gray at the

is of an unusual but attractive
dark red color, characteristic of other
members of the Parker family. Ills
mustache, which is worn closely

trimmed, is a shade datker than his
hair. He Is alert aud energetic In

appearance, movements ana speech.
Iu manner ha Is affable, kindly and

modest. lie likes social intercourse,
and has many strong personal friend
ships

On Friday evenings, wl:en the
caurt of appeals adjourns Its session

at Albany for the week, Judge Parker
boards a train on the West Shore

railroad for his home at Esopus,

Ulster county, near Kingston, where
he remains with his family, his books

and his rural until Mon-

day. His home, which is called Rose-moun- t,

Is delightfully on a
timbered knoll overlooking .lie Hud-

son. Here, too, he spends hi vaca-

tions.
In 1873 Judge Parker married Mary

L. Schoonmaker, of Rochester, Ulster
county. She Is a descendant of

Jochem Schoonmaker, head of the
original colonial settlement ot Hollnnd

Dutch at Kingston. Mr. and Mrs

Parker had two children, John M

Parker, their only son, dying at the
age of seven. Their only daughter,
Bertha, was married five year-- ago to
Charles Mercer Hall, of Kingston, a

young Episcopal rector. The Halls

have two children, a boy of lour and
a girl of two, and it is the Judge's

delight to have his
with him at Rosemount.

Judge Parker and his wife are favor
ites In the social world ot their section

AGRICULTURIST AND JURIST.

No farmer in his neighborhood
takes more luterest than the Judge
tn the, crops, the weather and other

matters. ' He cultivates
more than two-third- s of the 140 acres
comprising his farm. Much of the
land is covered with peach, apple and
pear orchards and grape vineyards.

His Red Poll registered cattle are his
special delight. W hile their number
Is not large, ' there are several prize-
winners among them. He has a fine

law library and an excellent collection
of books at Rosemount. While most
of the Judge's time at home is occu
pied with outdoor pursuit', he has
written some of his most Important
judicial opinions there. His capacity
for work, as his colleagues on the
bench attest, is exceptional. Some
thing over a year ago, at a meeting of

the Yew York State Bar Association,
Associate Judge John Clinton'1 Gray,
of the court of appeals, after review-in- g

the labors of the court said: "I
take occasion now to say that under
the attentive leadership and unweary-
ing efforts of the present chief judge
of this court (Alton B. Parker), the
present arrangement has worked ad-

mirably, wonderfully, smoothly and
well. Ill i loyalty to the decisions of

the court, his studious consideration
of the principles and of the points in
each ase, his great talents and his
unfailing tact and courtesy and firm-

ness made him an admirable chief
judge, and I add that In thus speak-

ing of him I know I voice the opinion
of each of my associates."

Bridge Meeting.

There was a meeting of the bridge

committee Wednesday afternoon In

the directors room of tbe Savings
Bank. It was resolved to resume
work of soliciting subscriptions at
once. About $47,000 was raised dur-

ing tbe first three or four days of the
canvass, after which the committee
got busy with something else and
neglected the work. It Is hoped that
the matter may now be pressed to ao
issue. It will take long, hard work
but it can be done and ought to be

done. The bridge proposition appeals
t) the people not upon material
considerations alone. It will Increase

uninterrupted successes tha polls population, business,, values

deep-cheste-

horseback-riding- ,

sides,

recreations

frequent grand-

children

agricultural

and the prosperity of the private
schools, but it will also improve
the moral average of Lexlngtoo and
make it a vastly more desirable place
of residence. Let everybody cheer
this committee on In its work.

Council Accepts Main Street Paving.

City council met Thursday night in
an adjourned session to consider the
acceptance of the Main rtreet paving.
Capt. Joseph Wilson reported that
the work was satfactonly finished.

Thereupon an ordinance was passed
"accepting the work of aud levying a
special tax to pay for the paving of
the roadway of Main street in the
city of Lexington, Mo., from the east
line of 8th street to the east line of

Kith street."
Upon calculation t he cost of the

paving was found to be $(5.49 per
front foot.

After transact iDg some other bus-

iness of minor Importance, council
adjourned to meet Tuesday, July 19.

On Thursday, July 14th, the fol-

lowing party left Lexington to spend
the day with Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Gordon at the country home of Mr.
George B. Gordon, near Dover: Misses
Ollic, Sallle and Mattie Gordon,
daughters of W. Fred Gordon, of

Nevada, Mo., aod neices of Geo. B.

Gordon, of this city; Mrs. Ella White
aud son, Firman, Mrs. Kate Bishop
and two daughters, Misses Abba and
Katherlue, and little son, Warner,
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Gordon and
two sons, Lyman and Buford, Misses
Aurella and Sarah and Master Frank
Cockrell, of Dallas, Texas, great
neices and nephew of Senator Cock
rell, of Washington, D. C, and Mrs,
L. B. Gordon, of this city. No one
knows better how to satisfy the
appetite of a hungry crowd than does
Mrs. Gordon. At 1 o'clock a boun-

tiful dinner, consisting ot old bam,
fried chicken, every variety of vege-

tables, fruits, salads, beaten biscuit,
ices, cream and delicious cakes, was
served.

Informally Entertained.
Miss Ella Nlckell Informally enter-

tained the Utile Dulcl Club at iliuch
Tuesday afternoon from 2:30 to 6

o'clock. Mrs. R. N. Cook won the
favor. Refreshments consisting of
ices and cakes were served.

Mrs. Leroy Farmer and son, Leroy
went to St. Louis Thursday morning
to attend the fair.

"Oorn" Paul Kruger Dead.

Stcphon Jobu Paul Krugur, furnu--r

president of the Transvaal republic,

died at Clarenz, Switzerland, July 14,

aged 79 year9. He had been ill with

pneumonia for several weeks but was

recovering. Tbe immediate cause of

death was beart failure.

He was born in llastenburg, Cape
Colony, in 1825. His father was not
of tbe old Africander stock, but a
German emigrant, one of the many
that emigrated to South Africa from
tbe Rhine country id the eighteenth
century.

With bis father and family be took
part in tho great trek of 1834-36- . In
despair of living where they were in

constant jeopardy from the natives,
peisi-cute- by tho English, these
Dutch and Ilugenot farmers resolved
to abandon their homes and establish a

new colony in the interior of Africa.

Driven torth from their resting
places in the Orange Free State, and
In Natal, it was not until they reached
the far country of the Transvaal that
tbey found an abiding place at tbe cost
of wresting the land troiu the savagi
Zulu. This was tbe stern school in

wbicb Paul Kruger was educated. He
was born a fighter, and learned to use

bow aud arrow while yet too young to
be trusted with e. gun.

Oom Paul attained bis prominence
as a soldier, statesman and a diplomat
by sheer force ot bis strong character
and his shrewd intellect.

For years after tbe restoration of the
Transvaal republic, President Kruger
conducted tbe affairs of tbe countiy in

excellent shape,
Tbe recent history of tbe Transvaal

is tbe history of a conflict between
Cecil Rhodes and Kruger for suprem-

acy. As the real and acknowledged
bead of Uitlander party in South
Africa, Rhodes threw a straggling line
of Brutish territory around the Trans-

vaal, checking all possible expansion
of tbe country. Rhodes plotted inces-

santly for ibe downfall of tbe Trans-

vaal, and was at tbe bead of the fam-

ous Jamison raid, wben tbe Chartered
company's soldiers entered the Trans-

vaal with tbe intention of starting a
war. Tbe effort was a failure, now,
ever, and the ringleaders were pun

ished with the exception of Rhodes.
But it gave Kruger the opportunity he

warned. He armed and fortified the
Transvaal and made ready for the
war that bis shrewdness told bim must
come some day. It was four years
before the Uitlander agitation could be

renewed with prospect of help from
tbe British government.

Throughout his life Kruger was a
firm Christian. The Bible entered
closely into his everyday life, and
while he was something of a bigot be

nevertheless conducted himself and his

charge as nearly according to tbe pre
cepts of tbe Bible, as he understood
them, as possible. He was a slow
thinker, but a stubborn arguar, and
when once he had made up his mind,
it was impossible to bring arguments
to bear thai would change it. Al-

though very old, bis mind was active
until within a short time before hid

death, and he suffered but few of tbe
iufirmities of old age.

Climate and Crop Bulletin.

Columbia, Mo. July 12, 1904.

Showery conditions prevailed during
tbe past week over tbe entire state.

Corn made quite a rapid growth,
and where some reports state tbat it li
"turning red" or "yellow," the ma-

jority report tbat the color and growth
is good, but tbe fields are very weedy;
very little of the corn crop has been

laid by, and this small portion was

laid by in tbe mud. Id tbe southern
portion of the state the corn is in tassel
and silk, but many Gelds have not
been plowed for three weeks, and wilt

not be plowed now on account of tbe
weeds and size of the corn In the
northeast seotion the corn is smal',
but most of tbe fields are fairly clean.

Clover cutting and baying in general
was niuoh hindered by rains, and con-

siderable bay is rotting in tbe fields;

very few meadows have been cut.
Pastures are in excellent condition.
Potatoes ore yielding a good quality
but few in a bill; fruits and berriea
continue in fair condition.

George Reeder,
Local Forecaster and Director.


